STUDY GUIDE
There are three main themes found in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  Please be mindful of these themes while you read the play.  By the end of the play, you should be able to identify and discuss how each theme is presented.

1. LOVE:  Love plays an important role in Romeo and Juliet.  Throughout the play, one can analyze the different types of love that Shakespeare explores.

2. HATE:  The role of hatred also plays an important role in Romeo and Juliet.  Shakespeare provides an everlasting lesson on the power of hatred.

3. FATE/DESTINY:  Romeo and Juliet were “star-crossed lovers,” as the prologue indicates. They had fate against them.
Also, consider the role of family in the play.  How does it influence decisions?

You will be responsible for keeping a journal with the answers to the study guide questions.  Please answer all of the questions and vocabulary for an Act before moving on to the next Act.  Study guides will be checked on five different occasions.  Each check will be worth 20 points.

Act I:  ______________________________________

Act II: ______________________________________

Act III: _____________________________________

Act IV: _____________________________________

Act V: ______________________________________

TOTAL:            /100
The Prologue (to Act I)

1. What form of poetry is “The Prologue” written in?

2. Summarize nine (9) “facts” about the play which are previewed in the Prologue.
3. Select two or three “images” that impress you and be able to explain these.

Act I, scene i       Vocabulary:  bite my thumb; with tears AUGMENTING; black and PORTENTOUS; be so TYRANNOUS and rough; proof of CHASTITY
4. Why might it be appropriate for scene 1 to begin with a fight (given what you know about the story beforehand)?

5. Why is it significant that the servants are fighting?

6. What is your reaction to Benvolio (as he first appears)?  What is your impression here of Tybalt?

7. Which character enters to emphasize the seriousness of the feud?  How many brawls have already occurred?

8. What does the conversation between Benvolio and Romeo reveal?  Which line reveals Romeo’s reason for sadness?

9. From Romeo’s dialogue with Benvolio, what kind of mood is Romeo in?  Identify Romeo’s problem (cite line numbers).

Act I, scene ii         Vocabulary:  too soon MARRED; whose MERIT most shall be; the DEVOUT religion

10. In the discussion between Paris and Capulet, what are the father’s arguments for keeping Juliet home? 

11. What is Paris’ argument for marrying her now?

12. What are Capulet’s feelings toward Juliet?

13. Explain the “accident” by which Romeo and Benvolio discover the Capulet’s “great supper”.

14. Why does Benvolio suggest that Romeo should “crash” the party?

15. What are Romeo’s intentions in going to the party?
Act I, scene iii         Vocabulary:  thou’s hear our COUNSEL; I WARRANT

16. How does Lady Capulet persuade Juliet to consider Paris as a good husband?  What is Juliet’s response?

17. Obviously, the nurse is devoted to Juliet.  Why?  What is your impression of the Nurse?  What is her advice to Juliet regarding Paris?

18. Summarize Juliet’s reaction to her mother’s plans.

Act I, scene iv          Vocabulary:  I am not for this AMBLING

19. What observation can you make about Mercutio?

20. Why does Romeo dread this particular evening?

21. While Romeo remains melancholy, what is the attitude of his friends on this particular night?

Act I, scene v            Vocabulary:  the NUPTIAL of Lucentio; fetch me my RAPIER; do him DISPARAGEMENT
22. What is your impression of Capulet as a host?  Which lines from this scene support this impression?

23. From the descriptions of this scene, what is the atmosphere of this party?  Identify the incident in which Romeo spots Juliet.

24. What is his first reaction?  (Note well:  he has forgotten Rosaline)

25. How does Tybalt recognize Romeo?  Is Tybalt reasonable or unreasonable in his reaction?  Explain.

26. How does Capulet respond to Romeo’s presence?

27. How does Romeo’s language of love with Juliet differ from the words of love he used to describe his feelings for Rosaline?  Use quotations to support your answer.

28. How does Romeo discover Juliet’s identity?  How does Juliet discover Romeo’s identity?

29. What effect does Tybalt’s presence have in this scene?  (Hint:  we call this FORESHADOWING!!!!)

30. Why is it plausible that Romeo could meet Juliet without anyone noticing (or is this unbelievable)?


ACT II
Prologue:  What is the poetic form use here?
*What outstanding factor works against the success of Romeo and Juliet’s relationship?  To whom does Romeo address his words?  What is he free NOT to do?  How is Juliet limited in expressing her   love?  What, however, will work in their favor?

scene i
31. Why has Romeo left his friends?  What impression do his friends Benvolio and 


Mercutio have about Romeo’s love life at this time?  Select a line which shows 


they’re making fun of him

32. How does darkness serve a purpose in this scene?
33. Why don’t Romeo’s friends find him?

scene ii   Vocabulary:  envious, inconstant, perjuries, idolatry

34. Explain Romeo’s opening line in this scene.

35. With what metaphor does Romeo describe Juliet?  Why is her position on stage doubly appropriate to the intent of his speech?  (THINK ABOUT THIS!)

36. Which lines indicate the seriousness of her love?  Paraphrase the question she asks herself:  “What’s in a name?”

37. How does Juliet feel once she realizes that Romeo has been listening to her?  Though she confirms the fact that she loves Romeo, what lines reveal her hesitation over his love?  Do you feel her reaction to Romeo is realistic?  Why?
scene iii     Vocabulary:  alliance, predominant, dank, sallow
38. What is Friar Laurence doing at the opening of this scene?  What will he use the flowers for?

39. Why did he disapprove of Romeo’s love for Rosaline?  Proof lines?_____________

40. Why does he approve of the marriage to Juliet?  Proof lines? _________________

41. What is Friar Laurence’s advice to Romeo at the very end of this scene?  Do you think he counsels well?

scene iv     Vocabulary:  commend, encounter, exposition

42. Mercutio and Benvolio speak of a letter Tybalt wrote.  To whom was it written?  What do you think it said?

43. Why do they call Tybalt “prince of Cats”?

44. Why is Romeo in good spirits when he meets his friends?

45. Why does Mercutio tease Romeo?  Is Romeo up to the challenge of wits?

46. What instructions does Romeo give the Nurse?  What warning does the Nurse give Romeo about Juliet?

scene v     Vocabulary:  cell, feign, drudge, unwieldy

47. Why is Juliet upset at the opening of this scene?

48. Why does Shakespeare have the Nurse tease Juliet?  What role does Shakespeare let the nurse serve in the play?

49. When Juliet finally gets the message, what will she do?  What is the Nurse’s job?

scene vi     Vocabulary:  chide, excess, encounter, incorporate

50. How does the audience/reader know the Friar is convinced of their love?

51. He gives a warning to Romeo – a touch of gloom: what does he say?

52. With what does Juliet equate wealth at the end of this scene?


ACT III

scene i
53. As the scene opens, Benvolio comments on the hot weather.  Why does it worry him?  Compare Benvolio here with his role in Act I, scene i.  What role does he play?  Is he effective?

54. How does Romeo react to being insulted by Tybalt?  Why?

55. Who draws a sword first?  Who dies first?

56. What is the guilt that the dying Mercutio lays on Romeo?

57. What is the immediate motivation for Romeo’s killing of Tybalt?

58. Why does Lady Capulet disbelieve Benvolio’s retelling of these events?  What does she want the Prince to do?  How does Montague feel?

59. Why is Romeo exiled by the Prince and a fine levied on Montague and Capulet in spite of the Prince’s earlier edict that rioters must be put to death?

60. Why is this scene called the turning point of the play?

scene ii
61. How does Juliet show her confusion as the nurse recounts details of the fight?

62. How does the Nurse judge Romeo’s actions?

63. How does Juliet react when she suddenly remembers Romeo is banished?

64. What is the Nurse’s solution to her distress?

65. What token does Juliet give the Nurse to take to Romeo?

66. Is Shakespeare using her exaggerated response as foreshadowing of the death of the two?

scene iii
67. How does Romeo respond to Friar Laurence when he learns the Prince has banished him?
68. How does his response parallel Juliet’s response?

69. What is Romeo’s reaction to the Nurse’s description of Juliet’s emotional state?

70. What is Friar Laurence’s advice to Romeo?  Where does he tell him to go?

scene iv
71. Why do you think Capulet has changed his mind about Juliet being too young to marry?

72. How does Paris feel about being married in three days’ time?

73. What affect does Capulet’s arrangement have on the Friar’s plans?

scene v

74. How does Juliet respond to her mother’s “joyful news”?

75. What will Mr. Capulet do if Juliet causes him more problems about the marriage to Paris?

76. When Juliet seeks counsel form the Nurse, what does the Nurse advise?

77. Who is the only person who can help Juliet at the end of this scene?


ACT IV

scene i
78. What does Juliet threaten to do if the Friar can offer no solution to her and Romeo’s problem?

79. How many hours does the Friar say the potion will keep Juliet in a death-like state?

80. By what means does the Friar intend to inform Romeo of the plan?

scene ii
81. How does Capulet’s change in the wedding day affect the Friar’s plan?

scene iii
82. What are some of Juliet’s fears and suspicions about the potion?  

scene iv
83. What is the Nurse’s first name?

84. Contrast the busy-ness of this scene with the stillness of Juliet’s chamber.

scene v
85. Why does Shakespeare include such comic characters as the musicians and servants in these scenes?

86. *Compare the wedding preparation in this scene with the secret ceremony in Laurence’s cell (Act II, iv).  In Shakespeare’s view, what make a marriage - - the approving parents, the wedding feast, the musicians, or the young people in love?


ACT V

scene i
87. What is the significance of Romeo’s dream?

88. What does Balthasar tell Romeo?

89. How does Romeo convince the apothecary to break the law and sell his poison?

scene ii
90. What prevented Friar John’s delivery of the letter to Romeo?

91. What are Friar Laurence’s new plans since the letter was not delivered to Romeo?

scene iii
92. Who arrives at the tomb first?  Why is he there?

93. Why does Paris draw his sword on Romeo?

94. Does Romeo realize he is dueling with Paris?

95. *Note the simplicity of Romeo’s final soliloquy, “O my love, my wife.”  How has Romeo changed from his lovelorn attitude in Act I and his raving in Act III?  At the point of death, has Romeo reached a kind of resignation?

96. Why does the Friar leave Juliet after she wakes up?

97. How does Juliet kill herself?

98. What has happened to Lady Montague?  What was the cause?

99. *As the play closes, the Prince blames the feud for the tragedy.  What other factors led to this bitter end?  What role is played by chance?  By timing?  By the lovers’ own rashness?  By the emotionalism of Verona that bred intense hate and intense love?

100. What good (if one can call it that) comes as a result of the death of Romeo and Juliet that illustrates one of the bitter paradoxes of life?

