ILC, Spring
To Kill a Mockingbird

Writing Assignment:  Changing Perspectives

Harper Lee’s choice of Scout as her story’s narrator means that we get a lot of insight into how a child perceives some pretty adult issues.  Scout misunderstands some things, sometime to humorous effect, and interprets events in her own unique way.  It’s interesting to wonder how other characters – especially those who are older and from a different walk of life – would interpret some of these events differently.  As Atticus said, “You never understand a person until you consider things from his point of view...until you climb into his skin and walk around in it." [34]. For this assignment, you will be required to do just that - to write a scene from this story from the perspective of another character (point of view), capturing the way he or she talks (dialect), imagining his/her attitude regarding the event (tone), and revealing how this character may get something different from the experience than Scout got.

Scenes to consider rewriting:

1. Scout’s first day of school.
2. Jem and Scout meeting Dill.
3. The passing of the note in the Radleys’ house or the events after.
4. Mrs. Dubose’s story from her point of view.
5. Finding/placing/making things to put in the tree.
6. The house fire (chapter 8) and events around it.
7.  Anything else you want.  Just check with me first!

Your retelling of this event should be in the first person and should capture the dialect and personality of the character you’ve chosen.  It needs to include both a retelling of what happened as well as adequate reflection on how this character perceives this event, what he or she learned from it, and how he or she felt when it was happening.  This will require you to get into the character’s head and imagine what he/she might be thinking about the scene and the people present.  Dialogue isn’t required, but you can use it if you like.  There is no length maximum, but it should be no shorter than one FULL page. MLA formatting and correct grammar and spelling is expected.  This assignment will be worth 30 points and is due by the end of the hour on Thursday, February 23th.
