Body Paragraph Drafting Prep Sheet

Each body paragraph should be focused on one aspect of your paper.  In this case you are comparing and contrasting characters by analyzing different categories/traits.
To construct a basic paragraph, you need these parts:

· Topic Sentence – First word(s) are a Transitional Phrase, then sums up the idea you’re dealing with in that paragraph (the category/trait)

· Lead-in to First Character  quotation – Introduces situation of your quotation (what’s happening in the story)
· Quotation (with citation) – Should be cited properly with author and page number

· Explanation of how quotation ties to topic sentence – Might be one to two sentences – explain what the quote means and how it supports topic
· Lead-in to Second Character quotation – Use a comparing/contrasting signal phrase, then (same rules as above)
· Second quotation (with citation) – (same rules as above)
· Explanation of how second quotation ties to topic sentence – (same rules as above)

· Transitions – Ties this paragraph to the next idea in the following paragraph.  

EXAMPLE  BODY PARGRAPH

Secondly, while Katniss and Harry both suffered great loss in their immediately families, they  became independent  and self-reliant.  When Katniss’s father died, she was the sole person to care for herself and her sister: “And you may as well throw in our mothers, too, because how would they live without us? Who would fill those mouths that are always asking for more? (Collins 10).  By providing food for her family, Katniss learns to be responsible and autonomous. Similarly, Harry Potter could never rely on his parents or his guardian aunt and uncle, so maturing in Hogwarts was difficult but achievable. Harry’s headmaster, Dumbledore, explains Harry’s situation after a fight with Voldemort, “Those who, like you, have leadership thrust upon them, and take up the mantle because they must, and find to their own surprise that they wear it well”  (Rowling 435).  While Harry might not realize his maturing throughout the series, his professor directly tells Harry and the audience how well he has done with his circumstances.  This level of resilience is incredibly difficult, but leads to a natural ability to lead other characters in the story.    
                 (if my next paragraph was about leadership)
EXAMPLE  BODY PARGRAPH
Transitional Phrases





Sequence	Summarize


Furthermore	all in all


In addition	finally


Similarly	consequently








Signal Phrases


�Compare		Contrast


Likewise	on the other hand


Equally		conversely


In the same way	however


Comparatively	    at the same time








