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ELA 9 Semester Two Extra Credit
Part I, Literary Interpretation: The following questions pertain to The Monkey Paw by W.W. Jacobs.  Choose the best answer for each question, and be ready to justify your answers to Ms. Miller (why did you pick the one you picked, and why are the others not correct). You must be prepared to spend 10-15 minutes with Ms. Miller outside of class hours. I’m always here early before school, but I do leave after 5th hour – unless you talk to me and schedule something ahead of time. Failure to meet with me, and you cannot earn this extra credit. **I’d recommend meeting BEFORE your ELA 9 Final – as this is designed to help you study.
1. “Pathway’s a bog, and the road’s a torrent” is an example of which literary device?

a. Figurative Language
b. Simile
c. Tone

d. Allusion

2. The narrator’s tone toward the monkey paw could best be described as 

a. warning
b. appreciative
c. indifferent    d. guilty
3. Jacobs uses which type of literary device to show that the Morris is hesitant about giving away the monkey paw?

a. Dynamic character

b. Round character
c. Indirect characterization

d. Static character

4. What can you infer from the story about the narrator’s attitude toward making wishes without thinking about the consequences?

a. He doesn’t mind what people wish for, as long as they truly want it.
b. He thinks people should evaluate all aspects of their wish before making it.
c. He thinks wishing for things to come true is foolish.
d. He thinks making wishes is a natural human trait, and people can wish for anything they’d like.
5. “Neither spoke, but both lay silently listening to the ticking of the clock. A stair creaked, and a squeaky mouse scurried noisily through the wall. The darkness was oppressive…” is an example of what literary device?

a. Mood
b. Direct characterization

c. External Conflict
d. Dramatic Irony
6. In this story, Morris is a ___ character.

a. Dynamic
b. Round
c. Flat

d. Direct
7. When they wish for two hundred pounds and receive it when their son dies, this is an example of the literary term  ___.

a. Irony
  b. Figurative language     c. Internal conflict    d. External conflict
8. “Be careful what you wish for” could be considered a ___ in this story.

a. Theme
b. Symbol

c. Tone

d. Thematic Statement
9. When the old man says, “[The monkey paw] is foolish and wicked” we can infer that the old man probably

a. Agrees with his wife to raise their son from the dead
b. wants to eagerly use the monkey paw’s power
c. fears for the negative powers in the monkey paw
d. is scared of touching the monkey paw again
10. When the old man hesitates to bring his son back to life, this could be this literary term:
a. Internal conflict

b. External conflict

c. Irony


d. Tone
11. The old man begins the story excited about the monkey and ends the story afraid of it. What kind of character does this make him?
a. Round character

b. Developed character

c. Dynamic character

d. Static character

12. Examine the description of their home.  From these descriptions, a reader can infer that the their life together is:

a. happy and full of laughter

b. active and socially welcoming
c. full of hard work and but a decently happy family
d. unhappy and terribly poor
13. Which of the following is NOT a good example of irony in this story?

a. The son dying and the company paying 200 pounds to his family.
b. In the beginning the man reached into the fire for the monkey paw and by the end of the story wishes he’d never taken it.

c. Morris warning the old man of the consequences of taking the monkey paw.

d. The man wasting his last two wishes – the third undid the second.
14. Which of the following develops the characterization of the old man?
a. He worries about making more wishes
b. He says he wants to leave his world behind and see amazing sights while travelling
c. He decides to send his son back to the grave, despite his wife’s wishes
d. All of the above
15. The way in which Morris speaks about the monkey paw in the beginning of the story is:
a. Allusion to the a rabbit’s foot
b. Symbol of the damage to his life
c. Foreshadowing the monkey paw’s role in the story
d. Personification 

16. Before the second wish is made, the wife asks where the paw is. The knowledge of what she wants to do with the paw is only with the wife and the reader (the husband doesn’t realize it yet). This is known as
a. the exposition
b. situational irony
c. dramatic irony
d. indirect characterization
17. At which point in the plot does the old man realize he’s made a mistake wishing his song back to life:
a. falling action
b. rising action 
c. resolution
d. climax
18. The setting for this story is most likely:
a. a Midwestern family farm in the early 1900s
b. a metropolis in the early 1900s
c. a sprawling ranch in California in the late 1900s
d. a wealthy farm in the in the late 1900s 

19. Wishes are a(n) ____ in this story:
a. Allusion
b. Dialect

c. Motif

d. Pun

20. One static character in this story may be:
a. The old man
b. the son
c. The wife
