Double Entry Journal Protocol

Double-entry journals give students a way to interact personally with the text, by reflecting on and writing about their understanding of the material they are reading. Students can use the text to form an opinion and then use pieces of text to support their opinions. Students process the information and relate to the text, increasing reading comprehension.

How does it work? 
In the Current Unit section of your binders, divide a page into two with a vertical line down the center.  On the left side, you will copy down quotations from the original text that you find interesting in some way.  In the right column, you will write your personal responses to the quotes on the left. 

What should I write? 
Write your reactions to the quotations that you choose. Your reactions can include your own opinions, disagreements, interpretations, events in your life that the quote reminds you of, comments about grammar, and connections to the world.  In effect, you are talking back to the author or speaker as you write your responses. 
Example:

	Double Entry Journal – Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

	Quotation (Cited)
	Thoughts/Reflections on the Quotation

	“This piece of s*** has been abandoned.  Whoever can get it out of here can have it.” (26)

“I wasn’t dreaming.  I didn’t imagine it.  I heard his voice!  He was begging, ‘Mom! Help me!’ but I couldn’t help him...” (126)
“There is no question, however, that he intended to walk out.” (169)
	It’s interesting that he used to love this car so much that he didn’t want his parents to replace it, but now just leaves it behind.  Are his ideals out of whack?
How awful this is for his mom!  I don’t usually believe in this kind of telepathic stuff, but I believe her, and her sadness is so palpable.
I hadn’t thought of this before, that he never meant to get stuck out there. There were circumstances beyond his control.  This is still his fault, but it makes my view of him more complicated.


