Compare and Contrast Essay

Narrative Fiction Unit

Objective: To successfully compare and contrast two characters from literature in a multi-paragraph essay.

Prompt: Write an essay comparing and/or contrasting two characters from literature.  Your essay should provide your reader with new insights into those characters.

Characters to Consider:

· Madame Loisel and Mr. Loisel in “The Necklace”

· Jim and Della from “The Gift of the Magi” 

· Rainsford and Zaroff from “The Most Dangerous Game”

· Elena from “American History” 

Topics to Consider Comparing/Contrasting:

Personality, goals/ambitions, social status, their actions, how they treat other people, etc.

Requirements (submit all elements when turning in): 
· Essay Components:

· An introductory paragraph that provides an overview of the short story(ies) and the subject of the essay, ending with a strong thesis statement.
· A minimum of three body paragraphs, each beginning with a clear topic sentence, that expand on the thesis statement and provide specific evidence in the form of examples and direct quotes from the story.
· A conclusion that restates the thesis, summarizes the essay and provides adequate closure.

· A complete outline of the essay’s organization
· A complete rough draft of the essay for conferencing and peer editing.

· A typed, MLA formatted final draft.  All quotes must be parenthetically cited.
Writing Center Assistance: 
Another requirement of this essay:

At any stage of this essay, you can go to the Writing Center for assistance with your work. The writing center is located in the Media Center Conference Room and appointments are available during all lunches on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  You must make an appointment in order to visit the writing center and appointments tend to fill up, so sign up early!

The final essay will be worth 100 points.  Some class time will be given for planning, conferencing and drafting; however, you will be expected to work outside of class as well.


Outline Due_________________ (10 points)

Rough Draft Due_________________ (10 points)
Peer Editing Day_________________ (10 points)

FINAL DRAFT DUE ____________ (100 points)
