ELA 9
Non-Fiction Unit

Tuesdays With Morrie Discussion Questions

GROUP B
1. Mitch became very rich and accomplished as an adult; however, of these accomplishments he said “I buried myself in accomplishments, because with accomplishments, I believed I could control things, I could squeeze in every last piece of happiness before I go sick and died, like my uncle had before me, which I figured was my natural fate” (17).  What do you think of this passage?  Is Mitch happy?  If accomplishments don’t make us happy, then what does?

2. Who do you think got more out of their Tuesday meetings, Mitch or Morrie?  In what ways?  How do you think each would answer this question?

3. Do you think Mitch would have listened if Morrie hadn’t been dying?  Does impending death automatically make one’s thoughts and opinions carry more weight?  Should it?

4. Most of us have read or heard people discussing the way they’d like to die.  Maybe you’ve even thought of it yourself.  One common opinion is that it would be better to live a long, healthy life and then die suddenly in one’s sleep.  After reading this book, what do you think about that?  Given a choice and after seeing everything that his illness put him through, do you think Morrie would have been better off dying that way?  Explain.

5. Mitch was surprised to hear that Morrie wouldn’t trade his age for Mitch’s youth. Morrie said, "If you've found meaning in your life, you don't want to go back. You want to go forward" (p. 118).  What do you think of this; do you agree?  What messages do we get from society regarding age versus youth?
6. Go back and re-read Morrie’s theory of the “tension of opposites” on page 40. What do you think of it?  How is it a metaphor for Mitch and Morrie? What does he mean when he says that most of us life our lives “somewhere in the middle”? Do you agree?  Mitch says it sounds like a wrestling match, and when he asks which side wins, Morrie says, “Love wins.  Love always wins.”  What do you think of Morrie’s view of life?  Do you believe that love always wins?  

7. Mitch wrote, "Perhaps this is one reason I was drawn to Morrie. He let me be where my brother would not" (p. 97). Discuss Mitch's relationship with Peter.  How is that relationship impacting his relationship with Morrie?
8. Page 108 is a flashback to a conversation Mitch and Morrie had about reincarnation.  Why is it ironic yet fitting that Morrie says he wants to come back as a gazelle?  Do you believe in reincarnation?  What (or who) would you like to “come back” as?
9. What did you think of this book?  What lessons did it teach you that you can apply to your own life?  What did you think of Mitch Albom’s writing style: his language, use of flashbacks, tone, use of description, etc.  Did you enjoy reading this book?  Why or why not? 
