ELA 9
Non-Fiction Unit

Tuesdays With Morrie Discussion Questions

GROUP A
1. What did you think of how Morrie handled his fate – the living funeral (12), his positive attitude, and his decision to make death his final project, to “walk that final bridge between life and death, and narrate the trip” (10)?  Would you want a living funeral?  Would you, like Morrie, refuse to “withdrawal from the world, like most people do” and, instead, decided to “live – or at least try to live – the way (you) want, with dignity, with courage, with humor, with composure” (21)?

2. Have you ever known anyone with a terminal illness?  How did their attitude compare with Morrie’s?  How do you think you’d deal with it if it were you?

3. How did the death of Morrie’s father help prepare Morrie for his own death?  What did he realize he wanted for his own death that his father never had?

4. On the thirteenth Tuesday, Mitch and Morrie talk about their perfect day, and Mitch is surprised at how simple Morrie’s perfect day would be.   However, knowing what you know of Morrie, why does this make sense?  How would your perfect day compare to Morrie’s?

5. “I traded lots of dreams for a bigger paycheck, and I never even realized I was doing it” (33).   What dreams are Mitch referring to?  He’s rich and successful, yet this clearly hasn’t made him happy.  What are your thought about wealth?  Do you want it?  Would it be enough?  What would it take to make you content with your life?

6. “Dying,” Morrie suddenly said, “is only one thing to be sad over, Mitch.  Living unhappily is something else.  So many of the people who come to visit me are unhappy…the culture we have does not make people feel good about themselves.  We’re teaching the wrong things.  And you have to be strong enough to say if the culture doesn’t work, don’t buy it.  Create your own.  Most people can’t do it.  They’re more unhappy than me – even in my current condition” (35-36).

What do you think of Morrie’s statements here?  What do you think he means when he says that our culture makes us feel bad about ourselves?  What do you think he means when he says society is teaching the wrong things?  Do you agree that most people are unhappy?  According to Morrie, what would it take to make us happy?

7. Explain Morrie’s idea of “detachment” (p. 103).  What does “detachment” mean to Morrie, and how does he use it to cope with his disease?  Give an example of a time in your own life when you can practice this theory of “detachment.” 
8. What does Morrie mean by, “People are only mean when they’re threatened…and that’s what our culture does.”  Explain how you find this statement to be true.
9. What did you think of this book?  What lessons did it teach you that you can apply to your own life?  What did you think of Mitch Albom’s writing style: his language, use of flashbacks, tone, use of description, etc.  Did you enjoy reading this book?  Why or why not? 

