9th Grade ELA, Semester One
2011





Ms. Miller, A 304
MillerK1@huronvalley.k12.mi.us
Course Expectations
Course Description 
In English Language Arts 9, students continue to build a solid foundation of knowledge, skills, and strategies that will be reﬁned, applied, and extended as they engage in more complex ideas, texts, and tasks in a coherent, integrated curriculum. Students develop effective communication and literacy skills through units of instruction and engaging learning experiences focused on critical response and stance.  During the course, students will engage in broad reading and writing experiences to encompass a variety of literary texts, nonﬁction literary texts, and other informational texts with emphasis on informational text comprehension and workplace reading and writing skills. They will learn to evaluate for validity and quality, to balance and expand their perspectives promoting empathy, social action and appropriate use of power. The focus of critical response and stance offers students the lens to assess and modify their beliefs and views of the world, and how they have power to impact them.  These instructional units are aligned with the Michigan Merit Curriculum from the Michigan Department of Education for English Language Arts.
Course Materials 
Novels (distributed to students): Tuesdays With Morrie (Albom)
 
Night (Wiesel) 
Student Materials: Students should bring a notebook, pen/pencil, and binder to class each day.
	This binder will store all of your ELA items in certain tabs. Obtaining a binder and tabs will be your first assignment in class. Due Date for labeled binder: Monday , Sept. 10. As we take notes and collect worksheets make sure each is placed  in the correct location. There will be a binder check grade at the end of each marking period. Your binder will need 6 tabs in this exact order:
	1. Protocols

2. Current Unit

3. Literary Terms

4. Grammar

5. Journal

6. Writing


Weebly Website
There will be an online component to this class. I keep a current class website that students and parents may use as a resource for this course. I keep a “blog” tab which will update our class agenda for the week. This blog will include our topics covered, assignments due, and homework assigned. If students are ever absent or parents want to dialogue with students about class happenings, check this website for all information - even copies of all of our info (PowerPoints, docs, and assignments) are available under the “Documents” tab. A student that is absent is expected to check this website prior to return. 
 To access our class site, type the following into your web browser: www.MillerELA9.weebly.com
Classroom Rules and Expectations
· Students are not permitted to wear hats while school is in session.
· Students must be dressed according to school expectations.
· NO food or drink allowed in classrooms (exception: water)

· Zero tolerance on cell phones in the classroom and hallways; students may use a cell phone during lunchtime only.  If a student has a cell phone in a classroom, the phone will be removed and taken to the office for pick up by a parent.  Additionally, if a cell phone is out during a quiz or test, the student will receive a zero on the quiz or test.

· In general, iPods and MP3 players are not permitted in this classroom, although some exceptions may be made (i.e. computer lab time).  The moments will be the exception and not the rule, and will be clearly communicated. LHS is NOT RESPONSIBLE for lost items. 
· Handheld video games (i.e. PSP, Gameboys, etc.) are not permitted in the classroom. Ever.
· Tardiness is rude.  So, please don’t be.  
Absences
Students that are absent are required to check the weebly website before return to class. Upon return, they can conference with the teacher about any differences from the website or assignment due dates. We have very few minutes together each day, and my goal is to maximize our productivity each hour. Frequent absences in this class will greatly hinder your learning comprehension. 
Readings
You will have home reading assignments from the novels listed above. Students will receive quizzes and in-class written assignments based on the reading intermittently, sometimes resulting from a lackluster class discussion. Taking notes on these readings and the class discussion that follows is expected. Notes about the novels may used during some quizzes and tests. It is important to keep up with the readings in order to participate in class discussion (which will often be for a grade) and perform well on quizzes (which may be unannounced).  
Grading Scale 
Grades are determined on a point system.   A range – 90 – 100; B range – 80 – 89; C range – 70 – 79; D range – 60-69; E range – 59 and below.  There will be a mixture of essays, short writing assignments, and projects that will comprise the majority of points in the class. This means that if you are missing an assignment, it does serious damage to your grade. Extra credit is not available, so be sure to be concerned with actual credit by completing assignments on time. If a student is absent the day an assignment is due, that assignment must be turned in immediately upon return (if the absence is excused). An assignment turned in late after an unexcused absence will not be accepted. 

Essays
You will write frequently in this class.  Journaling will be a frequent occurrence in this classroom and   essays will be written as parts of examinations and/or take home assignments. Most of these will be comparison/contrast in nature. All written work must be written neatly or typed and in MLA format.
Exams
At the end of every unit, an exam will be given. Exams are primarily essay-based, but there may also be short answer and objective questions.  

Discussion and other in-class assignments
Students should be prepared to participate in class discussions willfully and when called upon by the instructor. It is expected that each student will be prepared for class every day and positively contribute to the educational environment. Please also be aware that class discussions will be factored into your grade.
Communication
Open communication between parent and teacher is an essential support system to students – especially freshmen. As students begin to take more independent responsibility for their lives, learning to balance priorities can sometimes be challenging. Please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me if you have any concerns or questions the Weebly doesn’t answer. 


If you do not have an e-mail account you check regularly, please submit the completed information to the teacher. This indicates you prefer to be contacted solely by the telephone number list below. 

Student Name (Printed) ________________________________________________________________

Guardian Name (Printed)_________________________________________________________

Guardian Signature _____________________________________________________________

Phone Number ____________________________________________

In lieu of signing this paper and returning it, I ask guardians to send the following as their electronic signature. �This e-mail will help ensure that I have correct contact information for guardians. It will also be one of the students’ first grades.


E-mail Ms. Miller from your preferred account with the following information:


Your Student’s Name:�Your Name:�Best Phone Number to reach you:�Any other information I need to know or questions you may have. 








