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Tuesdays with Morrie

Study Guide

Pgs. 41-73

Directions: Consider each prompt and write approximately 2 sentences answering or discussing the question. Use SPECIFIC examples (this will help you on the quizzes!)

1. The Classroom: Morrie says, “I’m on the last great journey here – and people want me to tell them what to pack.”  What would you “pack” if you found out you were dying?  Or in other words, what would you do before dying?

2. The Classroom: Mitch talks about his days being full, but inside he was empty.  To fill your days, what would you eliminate?  Do you do needless things to fill your hours?

3. “What happened to me?” is repeated throughout this chapter.  What impact does this repetition have?  How could you use repetition in your own writing?

4. Do you think Mitch would have come back to Morrie's house the second time if he hadn't been semi-idled by the newspaper strike?
5. Morrie told Mitch about the "tension of opposites" (p. 40). How is this a metaphor for the book and for society?

6. The First Tuesday: How would you describe Mitch’s willingness to share his emotions or feelings with others? Consider Mitch’s response in college when Morrie taught the “silence” lesson or when Mitch responds to Morrie and his affinity for crying.

7. What’s your opinion of the flashbacks Mitch uses in telling the story?  What impact does this literary technique have on the story?
8. Second Tuesday: While “Trust Falls” might be commonplace today, when Morrie first explored these exercises they were brand new ideas about approaching things, they were literally revolutionary. Why would Morrie’s experience with developing this help him with his Tuesday lessons with Mitch?
9. The Third Tuesday: Mitch is discussing the “tension of opposites” again.  He says, “Do you take care of others or take care of your ‘inner child’?...Seek success or seek simplicity?  Just Say No or Just Do It?”  How does one go about releasing this tension?

